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WHERE THE RUBBER 
MEETS THE ROAD

Will you have a Christmas tree at 
your house this year? A towering fir 
or pine, festooned with lights and 
tinsel and towering over a mound of 
brightly wrapped gifts? How did this 
tradition make its way into the Christian 
celebration of Jesus’ birth? 

No one has a clear answer. Some 
connect it with ancient Rome’s practice of 
placing an evergreen bough over the door 
during the pagan festival of Saturnalia. 
Some tie it to tree-worshipping Druids. Still 
other theories relate it to a legend about 
Jesus being born in a forest, covered in ice 
and snow, that then burst into bloom. 

So, bottom line, we don’t know the 
historical basis for the Christmas tree. But 
in spite of all this, here’s something to take 
to heart at this season: God has His own 
Christmas tree. 

God’s Christmas tree is not as 
photogenic as the department store tree—
bedecked in colorful ornaments, tinsel, 
and twinkle lights—but it is far more 
beautiful. Have you guessed it?

God’s Christmas tree is the cross of 
Christ. In fact, the proper name for the 
cross is “tree.” In one of the first great 
sermons ever given we read, “The God 
of our fathers raised up Jesus whom 
you murdered by hanging on a tree” 

. . .continued on page 5

UNDER THE TREE: 
EIGHT GIFTS JESUS GIVES YOU AT THE CROSS
Dr. J. Vernon McGee

WHO HIMSELF BORE  
our sins IN HIS own body ON THE TREE,  

THAT WE, HAVING DIED TO SINS,  

MIGHT LIVE FOR righteousness— 

BY WHOSE STRIPES YOU WERE HEALED.  

–1 PETER 2:24

What are eight gifts God  
gives you under His 
Christmas tree? 
Look up the verses and ask God  
to open your heart to His gift. 

PEACE WITH GOD
Romans 5:1

ACCESS TO GOD
Romans 5:2

HOPE
Romans 5:1 
& 1 Thessalonians 4:16,  
17; 5:9-11

TRIUMPH IN TROUBLE
Romans 5:3, 4  
& 1 Thessalonians 1:6

LOVE
Romans 5:5 & John 3:16

THE HOLY SPIRIT
Romans 5:5 & John 14:16-18

DELIVERANCE FROM WRATH
Romans 5:9-10 

JOY 
Romans 5:11 

For more from  
Dr. McGee on these 
eight gifts from God,  
download this 
booklet here. 

https://ttb.org/docs/default-source/Booklets/ttb_under-the-tree.pdf?sfvrsn=4
https://ttb.org/docs/default-source/Booklets/ttb_under-the-tree.pdf?sfvrsn=4
https://ttb.org/docs/default-source/Booklets/ttb_under-the-tree.pdf?sfvrsn=4
https://ttb.org/docs/default-source/Booklets/ttb_under-the-tree.pdf?sfvrsn=4
https://ttb.org/docs/default-source/Booklets/ttb_under-the-tree.pdf?sfvrsn=4
https://ttb.org/docs/default-source/Booklets/ttb_under-the-tree.pdf?sfvrsn=4
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MY TURN
We are never more like God than when we are generous  
gift-givers. More than any other gift, did you know that God  
is most pleased when you give Him yourself?  

READ ROMANS 12:1-2 AND ASK YOURSELF  
HOW YOU CAN BE A LIVING GIFT TO GOD TODAY.

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of 
God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable 
service. And do not be conformed to this world, but 
be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that 
you may prove what is that good and acceptable and 
perfect will of God.

"Under the Tree" continued ...
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(Acts 5:30). Peter wrote in his first epistle: “Who Himself bore our sins 
in His own body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, might live 
for righteousness—by whose stripes you were healed” (1 Peter 2:24).

Let’s take a closer look at God’s Christmas tree.

WHAT’S UNDERNEATH GOD’S CHRISTMAS TREE?
Like a traditional tree tucked in the corner of a family’s living room, 

underneath God’s Christmas tree are gifts for His children. Though 
they’re not wrapped with paper and ribbon, they are of infinite 
beauty. They come straight from heaven and were purchased with 
the precious blood of Christ.

Because these gifts are spiritual, you might think they aren’t 
practical for today. But, my friend, in each one something vital and 
relevant in your current circumstance waits for you. 

If you are God’s child, then you have the gift of salvation. We 
often think of salvation as being something in the future, that it’s a 
package labeled “Do not open until eternity.” We think of salvation in 
terms of golden streets, crowns, white robes, and harps in our hands. 
But the salvation God gives is for right now, and it comes with gifts 
for you. They’re right there with your name on them underneath His 
Christmas tree, and you can open them now. You don’t have to wait 
till Christmas!

"

"

WE THINK OF salvation IN  

TERMS OF GOLDEN STREETS,  

CROWNS, WHITE ROBES,  

AND HARPS IN OUR HANDS.  

BUT THE SALVATION GOD  

GIVES IS FOR right now,  
AND IT COMES WITH  gifts for you.
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THANK YOU,  
WORLD PRAYER TEAM!
HERE’S TO ANOTHER YEAR TRAVELING ON OUR KNEES AROUND THE WORLD.

I like to start my days with good news. The TTB World Prayer Team daily email is part of each 
morning. It is very encouraging to read about people who are being saved, growing in 
Christ, and serving by reaching out themselves to others. This is my source for seeing how 
God is at work in each nation one person at a time. It allows me to know specifically where 
and how to pray each day. Thank you for TTB's work to send the Word to the world. I pray for 
you and each of the people and places mentioned in the email each day. I have been on the 
Bible Bus now since 1980, and I am blessed to support this ministry. I am glad to see it carries 
on with the same vision as Dr. McGee's.  —Bill H.

This worldwide prayer journey has impacted me often. The daily email reminds me to be 
faithful in praying for people all over the world. It encourages me with letters of praise and 
thanksgiving coming from brothers and sisters. I am called to worship and celebrate over 
every new believer. I am thankful that we will have eternity to meet and fellowship with 
every one of the writers of the letters. Lastly, I thank God each day for those who work to 
keep it going, and that God has allowed me to be a part of it too.  The journey begins again 
tomorrow, and I'm ready to go!!! Thank You, Jesus! —Carol S.

I have been on the Bible Bus since 1994 and on the prayer team since its inception. I am 
constantly amazed by the fact that God's Word is so powerful and penetrating and how it 
stimulates our connection when we grow by it; we have so much in common because of that 
one bond, even though we may be so diversified in our educational, social, and cultural 
backgrounds. I am so thankful to be part of a group faithful to the Lord's command to "occupy 
till I come" in praying for the lost to be reached for Christ until the final one joins by faith and 
the Body is complete! —Ruth C.

I absolutely love to hear the testimonies of those who were in total despair, and without hope 
until they heard the Word of God through TTB. Some of the stories bring tears to my eyes 
when I hear how lives have been transformed, families restored, and entire communities/
villages revitalized because of God's Word. Now that I see how the gospel impacts lives and 
countries, I see the importance of partnering with TTB to take the whole Word to the whole 
world both in prayer and financial support. One can think: What difference will my little 
prayer make? But James 5:16b tells us that the effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man 
avails much. Imagine the impact when this is multiplied by hundreds of believers! Valeria S.

It has been very encouraging for us to see the hunger of people all over the world, who have 
very little, but their hunger for God. They encourage, challenge, and humble us and give 
us a greater resolve to be a part in getting God’s Word out to the whole world. We are also 
thankful to have brothers and sisters all over the world that we can join with in prayer and are 
encouraged by the Bible studies on TTB just as we are. Thank you for your faithfulness in this 
ministry. May it continue this year to build up the body of Christ globally.  
—Your fellow Bible Bus passengers, Tim and Patsy M.

THERE’S PLENTY OF ROOM ON THE PRAYER TEAM FOR YOU. 
JOIN US AT TTB.ORG/PRAY

http://www.TTB.org/pray
http://www.TTB.org/pray
http://www.TTB.org/pray
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AN OLD MAN MADE NEW
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away;  
behold, all things have become new.”  –2 Corinthians 5:17

Welcome, World Prayer Team. 
Today we are in Greece, praising 
God alongside a listener named 
George from Nicosia.

“I have been listening to your 
programs for about a year and a 
half and am so grateful for each 
one. I thank God that He has 
saved me! Can you imagine? 
He has made an old man like 
me a new creature! If only I had 
heard you sooner I would have 
avoided so many mistakes in 
my life. My job ends at 9:30 pm, 
the time that your programs 
start. I hurry to my car and I 
do not exit until your program 
finishes. It bothered my wife 
for so long, but now she listens, 
too. Recently when I listened to 
Exodus, I began to understand 
why the manna had to be 
gathered for one day only. We 
have to walk day by day. And so 

TTB.ORG/PRAY

This is an example of the email our 
World Prayer Team receives every 
weekday. Together, we are traveling 
the world on our knees, interceding 
for one country at a time. We invite 
you to join us in covering the entire 
earth with prayer every year. 

GO TO TTB.ORG/PRAY 
TO SIGN UP.

What's Happening at

I will continue to listen to you 
day by day and receive exactly 
what I need from the Lord.”

What an encouraging letter! 
Today, let’s praise God for how 
He feeds and leads us day by day. 
Like George, may our affection 
and joy for Him grow as we 
learn to trust in Jesus alone.

Rev. Tapan Borman, Chairman of TWR-Bangladesh (our TTB Home Group ministry  
partner in that country), with Jeremy from Thru the Bible’s Listener Services team.  

TAPAN SENDS HIS GREETINGS. 
Watch the video at  
YouTube.com/TTBRadio

If God leads you to give a year-end financial gift (to be credited to the 2019 tax year) 
to Thru the Bible, remember to give online or by phone before midnight on December 31. 

All gifts by mail must be postmarked and dated in 2019.

GIFT ANNUITY PROGRAMS ARE AVAILABLE 
Call             1-800-65-BIBLE or write for more information at
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Box 7100, Pasadena, California 91109-7100BibleBus@TTB.org or

http://www.TTB.org/pray
http://www.TTB.org/pray
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QceoNwGsuKo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QceoNwGsuKo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QceoNwGsuKo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QceoNwGsuKo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QceoNwGsuKo
http://www.ttb.org/give
mailto:BibleBus%40TTB.org?subject=I%27m%20interested%20in%20the%20TTB%20Gift%20Annuity%20program
mailto:BibleBus%40TTB.org?subject=I%27m%20interested%20in%20the%20TTB%20Gift%20Annuity%20program
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• GOD’S WORD Hebrews 4:12-13
• FAITH Hebrews 11:1-6 
• ACCESS TO GOD Hebrews 4:16
• ENDURANCE Hebrews 12:1-2

• MONEY AND  
CONTENTMENT Hebrews 13:5 

• CHURCH Hebrews 10:24-25
• JESUS Hebrews 13:8

WHY STUDY HEBREWS?
Join in the study of Hebrews on Thru the Bible NOV. 22, 2019 – JAN. 21, 2020  
or anytime online, by podcast, or by mobile app.

When the first readers of the letter to the Hebrews received it, they were 

leading desperate lives. Thirty years after Jesus ascended into heaven, 

first-century believers were disillusioned and discouraged. Because of 

their faith, many had lost their homes, loved ones, and some even lost 

their lives. They had turned to Jesus and were suffering for it. So the 

writer of Hebrews was building a bridge back to Jesus—a bridge over 

troubled, terrible, threatening waters. 

TTB.org/Hebrews

A WORD FROM GREGG HARRIS

“What are you doing today to get the Word of God out to the world?” 
–Dr. J. Vernon McGee, from our study in Mark 16

The longer I serve with Thru the Bible, the more it delights me to 

witness God’s people doing their job. 

I’ve heard about people sharing Thru the Bible by renting billboards, 

printing bumper stickers and business cards, and playing Thru the 

Bible in their shops and their taxi cabs. 

I’ve also been touched by people 

sharing that the first time they 

heard Thru the Bible—and perhaps 

the first time they understood 

God loved them and Jesus died 

for them—was when a co-worker 

invited them to eat lunch in their 

car while listening, or over a cup 

of coffee at a neighbor’s kitchen 

table. 

If you’re willing to share God’s Word, God will provide the 

opportunity. May we all be ready with full hearts to follow in the train 

of this great company.  

There’s plenty of room on the Bible Bus. Invite someone to join you. 

And to the great group of partners who faithfully invest your prayer 

and your treasure in getting God’s Word to the world, God richly bless 

you, my beloved. 

Let’s take the Good News deeper and farther in 2020.

Gregg Harris
President, Thru the Bible
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The letter to the Hebrews is one of the most important books of the New Testament … 
a book of infinite logic and great beauty. “To read it is to breathe the atmosphere of 
heaven itself. To study it is to partake of spiritual meat. To abide in its teachings is to be 
led from immaturity to maturity in the knowledge of truth and of Jesus Christ Himself.”  
–Dr. J. Vernon McGee, quoting E. Schuyler English

From a recent email from Katherine: 
“Found this rock at Peaks of Otter, Virginia. 
We replaced it for others to find. Thank u.”

HEBREWS TELLS US ABOUT: 

BUT WE WILL DISCOVER THAT JESUS CHRIST IS THE BRIDGE 
FROM THIS LIFE (WHICH LEADS TO DEATH) TO ETERNAL LIFE. 
And following Him is worth it. 

What does faith look like in a person’s life? Learn from Hebrews 11: 

•  Abel offered  v. 4
•  Enoch pleased God  v. 5
•  Abraham followed v. 8 
•  Old Sarah had a baby v. 11
•  Abraham trusted v. 17-19
•  Isaac taught his sons v.  20

•  Jacob taught his sons v. 21
•  Joseph remembered v. 22
•  Moses’ parents obeyed God v. 23
•  Moses turned his back on Egypt v. 24-29
•  Israelites trusted God for victory v. 30 
•  Rahab believed v. 31

http://www.TTB.org/Hebrews
http://www.ttb.org/listen
http://www.TTB.org/Hebrews


I Heard it on THE BIBLE BUS

All Scripture is from the New King James Version unless otherwise noted.

Matt and Rhonda  
PORTLAND, OR

Our 35-year journey has been wonderful. My 
wife still has a smile on her face even though 
she is fighting cancer. We’re praying for the 
Great Physician to heal her if it is his will, but 
know that Heaven is a wonderful alternative. 
Dr. McGee has shown us the way in preparing 
for this final journey. Thank you for continuing 
on his wonderful Bible teachings.

SEE MORE PHOTOS AT TTB.ORG/BIBLEBUS 
AND THEN SEND US YOURS!

Box 7100, Pasadena, California 91109-7100
P.O. Box 25325, London, Ontario, Canada N6C 6B1

1-800 65-BIBLE (24253) Fax: 626-449-4430 TTB.org BibleBus@ttb.org

/ThruTheBibleNet /ThruTheBibleNet /TTBRadio /ThruTheBibleNet

http://TTB.org/BibleBus
http://TTB.org/BibleBus
http://www.ttb.org
mailto:BibleBus%40ttb.org%20?subject=
http://www.facebook.com/ThruTheBibleNet
http://www.twitter.com/ThruTheBibleNet
http://www.youtube.com/TTBRadio
http://www.instagram.com/ThruTheBibleNet
http://www.ttb.org
http://www.facebook.com/ThruTheBibleNet
http://www.twitter.com/ThruTheBibleNet
http://www.youtube.com/TTBRadio
mailto:BibleBus%40ttb.org?subject=
http://www.instagram.com/ThruTheBibleNet

