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WHERE THE RUBBER 
MEETS THE ROAD

BELOVED 
LOVE LESSON #1
By Dr. J. Vernon McGee

Someone once asked Dr. McGee to name his favorite song. “Too many to mention,” he 
answered. But in his list he said the Song of Solomon, the Old Testament book, was one 
of history’s most profound and beautiful songs. “In the Song of Solomon we learn if 
we turn from the world and set our affections on Jesus, we cannot fathom the infinite 
preciousness of His love.”

This month we’ll explore one lesson from Song of Solomon. You will find more in the 
free download of the booklet, “Beloved: Love Lessons from Solomon.”

DR. MCGEE ON THE LOVE OF GOD FOR US: 
When you and I look at ourselves and 
others in the church, we often see only our 
faults. But do you know when our Lord 
looks at us today He sees us as altogether 
lovely? He sees His church, purchased with 
His own blood. He sees us, the people He 
loves, draped in His robe of righteousness. 

Let me draw your attention to something wonderful written by the 
apostle Paul:

Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for 
her, that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, 
that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or 
any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish. –Ephesians 5:25-27

You and I have no notion of how much God loves His church. Like 
husbands need to be careful about criticizing their wives, we also need 
to be careful of criticizing the church. We are collectively our Lord’s 
bride-to-be, and He says the church is without spot and wrinkle.

Discover the dimensions and depth of God’s 
love for His people, His church, and the world. 

DOWNLOAD “BELOVED: LOVE LESSONS FROM SOLOMON”  
AT TTB.ORG/BOOKLETS.

. . .continued on page 4

Immediately we object to that, thinking, “He must not know me, 
then, and He certainly must not know you.” But He does know us! My 
friend, He doesn’t see you as you are. When you came to Him and 
trusted Him as Savior, He not only forgave you for your sins, but He 
also draped over you His spotless robe of righteousness. He invites 
you to stand in His presence! 

Let me introduce you to a lesson we can learn from the Song of 
Solomon about God’s love for His bride. He says, 

You have ravished my heart …. How fair is your love …. –Song of Solomon 4:9, 10
This little book is a beautiful metaphor of God’s love. One of the 

pictures is of Jesus’ love for His church. He is the bridegroom here, 
speaking of the church and of each believer, including you and 
me. Because He cleanses us by His blood, we have the forgiveness 
of sins. “That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not 
having spot or wrinkle....” He now can look at the church and say, 
“Thou art all fair, my love. There is no spot in thee.” Why? Because He 
has cleansed us, because He loves us. 

Paul found out how much God loves us, and it broke his heart. 
Before Paul was Jesus’ apostle, he hated Jesus and persecuted the early 
church. Paul called himself the chiefest of sinners. In my imagination, 

http://www.ttb.org/booklets
http://www.TTB.org/booklets
http://www.TTB.org/booklets
http://www.ttb.org/booklets
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MY TURN
Look up the verses in the footnotes (above). Underline 
them in your Bible. Which one speaks to you the most? 

Memorize Romans 8:38-39, Ephesians 3:17-19, or John 3:16-17.

Love lesson #1 from Song of Solomon: Tell the Lord how 
much you love Him today. 

1

"Beloved" continued ...

2
3

God pity the man who is 
married to a cold and indifferent 
wife. But what about Jesus, our 
Savior, who pours out His love 
and affection on His beloved, 
but is received by only a bunch 
of cold and indifferent saints, 
unresponsive to His love?

My friend, let’s learn a lesson 
from the beloved bridegroom. 
Let’s speak of our love. Tell 
Jesus how much you love Him. 
Stir up each other’s affections 
for Christ by telling each other 
of God’s love. 

He isn’t concerned how busy 
you are in the church, how 
many committees you’re on, or 
whether you are a member of the 
board. He doesn’t care today how 
active you may be in Christian 
service. He doesn’t even care 
whether you are a preacher. But 
He would love to know whether 
you love Him or not. 

The real test of your Christian life is not faith—that’s the way you 
got saved. Nor is it your service, your sacrifice, nor your gifts. The 
real test of your Christian life is your love for Jesus. 

DO YOU LOVE HIM? WHY DON’T YOU TELL HIM SO RIGHT NOW.

I see him standing with the chief priests at the 
cross on the day Jesus died, ridiculing Him 
saying, “If You are the Son of God, come down 
from the cross” (Matthew 27:40).

But then came the day on the road 
to Damascus when Paul met Jesus in a 
supernatural way. Paul discovered then how 
much Jesus Christ loved him. Listen to him as 
he relived again the Crucifixion: 

• “[He] loved me and gave Himself for me” (Galatians 2:20).  
Can you ask Him to do anything more for you to show His 
love? “He loved me.” 

• John says, “We love Him because He first loved us” (1 John 4:19). 
• And Peter said, “Whom having not seen you love” (1 Peter 1:8). 
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God loved the world so much 
that He gave His only son, so that 
everyone who believes in Him shall 
not be lost, but have eternal life.1 
God loves you like a groom loves his 
bride2, like a father loves his child3, like an 
artist loves his masterpiece.4

No one knows you better—all your secrets, 
all your faults, all the peculiarities that 
only a Lover knows.5 Yet His love doesn’t 
depend on how beautiful you are, but on 
how beautiful He is. It’s not at risk when 
you fail at your job or your marriage 
or your life—because His love never 
depended on you in the first place. He 
loves you because that’s what He is.6 

1John 3:16,  2Song of Solomon 4:10, 3Psalm 103:13,  
4Ephesians 2:10, 5Psalm 139:3,  61 John 4:6, 7

MORE ON LOVE  
FROM DR. MCGEE  
AT TTB.ORG/BOOKLETS: 

•  “THE BEST LOVE”: God’s 
promises for a lasting, 
happy marriage. 

•  “GOD SO LOVED”: A study 
of John 3:16—shows the 
infinite height, depth,  
and demonstration of 
God’s love.

http://www.ttb.org/booklets
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HERE’S WHAT ONE LISTENER TELLS 
US ABOUT THIS TECHNOLOGY. 

“I sell eggs in the market to take care of my 
10-year-old granddaughter. We live in a 
shack on muddy ground in the middle of 
nowhere. We have no running water and 
no electricity, but my friend at the market 
introduced me to Jesus and gave me a 
speaker box. I charge the box when I visit 
the market and we walk about three hours 
to return and replace the lessons on the 
chips. The speaker box is our only link to 
God’s Word. It gives me great peace to 
cuddle up with my granddaughter and 
listen to your messages every evening. 
We have many favorites, but the series on 
Philippians is our very favorite. We love to 
hear about the joy we can find in this life 
through Jesus.”

ONE REGION ONE REQUEST

PRAY FOR OUR UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY HERE:
The church in Southeast Asia is growing, despite its two Communist governments 
in Laos and Vietnam. Pray for the availability of alternative delivery systems to 
reach millions in unreached groups outside of urban areas.

This month, let’s pray together, specifically for the very effective delivery of God’s 
Word in Vietnam through “hubs” where Thru the Bible is distributed on chips that 
work in cell phones and speaker boxers. 

Southeast Asia

Arabic, 1983

Burmese, 1994 

Cebuano, 1992

Chrau, 2014

Ede, 2014

English

Hindi, 1978

Hmong, 2012

Ilocano, 2009

Indonesian, 1999

Jarai, 2013

Javanese, 2000

Jeh, 2014

Karen, 2002

Katu, 2000

Khmer, 2001

Koho, 2014

Madurese, 2002

Sundanese, 2001 

Tagalog, 2003 

Thai, 1991

Vietnamese, 2000

Yao, 2013

PEOPLE LISTEN TO THRU THE BIBLE IN THESE 23 LANGUAGES IN SOUTHEAST ASIA: 

Our first language 
in Southeast Asia
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Get all the info and place your order at TTB.org/shop

King James 
Version Giant  
Print Bible 
$39 each

• Dr. McGee’s notes & outlines  
for each book of the Bible

• Words of Jesus in red letters 
• Black bonded leather cover
• 6 1/2” x 9 1/2” size
• Large 14pt. type

A NATION COMING OUT OF SECLUSION
In our generation, we’ve seen 
a miracle happen in Myanmar. 
For decades, the entire nation 
was definitively closed to  
all outsiders. Gone were the 
days when Burma (the  
country’s former name) was 
evangelized by missionaries  
like Adoniram Judson. 

Yet today, the country is 
tentatively stepping out of 
seclusion and asking for a 
place on the world stage. This 
new confidence has revealed 
a nation divided in extremes 
between modern and ancient, 
wealthy and impoverished, 
educated and illiterate, Buddhist 
(90%) and Christian (10%, thanks 
to early missionary heritage).   

A Burmese listener named Chit 
Chit recently called us  
and expressed,

“I am very thankful to receive 
Burmese Thru the Bible from 
Genesis to Revelation on 

SD cards. I listen repeatedly 
anytime, anywhere, until I 
understand and learn more 
biblical knowledge for spiritual 
growth. I invite my neighbors 
to listen to the Bible lessons 
together with me. Please pray 
for them to understand the Bible 
more and to walk with Christ.”

Another Burmese listener  
wrote briefly, 

“I receive much spiritual 
strength by listening to your 
radio lessons while I am 
working in the fields. I continue 
in our study of the book of Isaiah 
in Burmese and receive peace 
of mind by being emancipated 
from the bondage of sin. Jesus 
is victor!” 

Are you encouraged by the 
reach and power of the gospel to 
change our hearts and transform 
our minds? Pray for the people 
of Myanmar as they emerge 
from their seclusion to find 
newness of life in Jesus Christ.

TTB.ORG/PRAY

http://www.TTB.org/shop
https://store.ttb.org/p-719-giant-print-kjv-bible.aspx
https://store.ttb.org/p-719-giant-print-kjv-bible.aspx
https://store.ttb.org/p-719-giant-print-kjv-bible.aspx
https://store.ttb.org/p-719-giant-print-kjv-bible.aspx
http://www.TTB.org/pray
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WHY STUDY ECCLESIASTES?
Join in the study of Ecclesiastes on the Thru the Bible program FEBRUARY 4-19  
or anytime online, by podcast, or by mobile app.

Everywhere you look, people are trying to be happy without God. We 

experiment in a million different ways. The book of Ecclesiastes shows 

the absurdity of those experiments. Old Testament Solomon, King 

David’s son, tried every field of endeavor and pleasure known to man, 

and his conclusion was, “It’s all vanity.” 

“VANITY”= EMPTY, PURPOSELESS 

“Even if we possess the whole world and all the things that men consider necessary 
to make their hearts content, we learn we cannot be satisfied without Jesus Christ.”  
–Dr. J. Vernon McGee

TTB.org/Ecclesiastes FEBRUARY 2019 | 11

Be the first to study the  
Gospel of John in a brand new way. 

Now you can read dynamic summaries of our daily studies in a  
21-day plan of the book of John, thanks to a new partnership with YouVersion. 

IF YOU’RE NEW TO YOUVERSION,  
go to TTB.org/bibleplan to get started.

IF YOU ALREADY USE YOUVERSION, just search for “McGee.”

•  “VANITY”—37x   •  “UNDER THE SUN”—29x  

ECCLESIASTES IS THE DRAMATIC AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF SOLOMON’S LIFE WHEN HE WAS 
AWAY FROM GOD. He experiments in seeking satisfaction in the following: 

SCIENCE—the laws of nature (1:4-11) 

WISDOM AND PHILOSOPHY (1:12-18) 

PLEASURE (2:1-11) 

MATERIALISM—living for now (2:12-26)  
FATALISM—we are slaves to destiny (3:1-15)  

EGOISM—excessive self-interest (3:16—4:16) 

RELIGIOUS ACTIVITY (5:1-8) 

THE PURSUIT OF WEALTH (5:9—6:12) 

MORALITY—the “good life ” (7:1—12:12) 

RESULT OF EXPERIMENT: Even if we possess the whole world and all the things that 
men consider necessary to make their hearts content, nothing satisfies us other than 
knowing Jesus Christ. 

Circle these phrases in your Bible:

“THE WORLD CANNOT SATISFY YOUR HEART BECAUSE  
YOUR HEART IS TOO LARGE FOR THE WORLD.” 

He has put eternity  
in their hearts.

Ecclesiastes 3:11 

http://www.TTB.org/Ecclesiastes
http://www.TTB.org/Ecclesiastes
http://www.TTB.org/bibleplan
http://www.TTB.org/bibleplan


I Heard it on THE BIBLE BUS

“I love to hear Dr. McGee tell us about 
Jesus on every page of the Bible. I never 
knew all those laws in Leviticus and 
pieces of the Tabernacle and poetry in 
the Psalms point to Jesus. Thank you for 
opening my eyes to the beauty of our 
Savior all ‘Thru the Bible.’” 

Ruth from Elmira, New York 

All Scripture is from the New King James Version unless otherwise noted.

FOR BY HIM ALL THINGS WERE CREATED THAT ARE IN HEAVEN AND THAT ARE ON EARTH …  
ALL THINGS WERE CREATED THROUGH HIM AND FOR HIM. –Colossians 1:16

Jesus in Every Book of the Bible 
He formed those planets, and 
assigned them their place in  
the galaxy. Maybe He even 
named them. 

And not only did Jesus create 
all things, but they were created 
for Him and He sustains it all. 
His creative power reaches 
from the micro molecules to 
the universe expanse; He holds 
it all together. The universe 
would be empty without Him. 
His breath fills our lungs. 

Dr. J. Vernon McGee on Genesis

Think back, back as far as our 
imaginations will take us to the 
beginning, the very beginning 
of creation, and Jesus is there. 
Jesus didn’t just show up on the 
planet as a baby in Bethlehem.  
He who was never created, did 
the creating. 

Jesus, who calmed the stormy 
sea, created those depths and 
everything in it. It just follows 
that nature recognizes and 
obeys His voice. 

Jesus, gazing up at the carpet 
of stars over the Galilean 
countryside, remembered when 

Box 7100, Pasadena, California 91109-7100
P.O. Box 25325, London, Ontario, Canada N6C 6B1

1-800 65-BIBLE (24253) Fax: 626-449-4430 TTB.org BibleBus@ttb.org

/ThruTheBibleNet /ThruTheBibleNet /TTBRadio /ThruTheBibleNet

http://www.ttb.org
mailto:BibleBus%40ttb.org%20?subject=
http://www.facebook.com/ThruTheBibleNet
http://www.twitter.com/ThruTheBibleNet
http://www.youtube.com/TTBRadio
http://www.instagram.com/ThruTheBibleNet
http://www.ttb.org
http://www.facebook.com/ThruTheBibleNet
http://www.twitter.com/ThruTheBibleNet
http://www.youtube.com/TTBRadio
mailto:BibleBus%40ttb.org?subject=
http://www.instagram.com/ThruTheBibleNet

