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The Bible alone 
furnishes the 

only sure route...
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WHERE THE RUBBER 
MEETS THE ROAD

. . .continued on page 5

HOW DOES THE SPIRIT  
OF GOD TEACH US?
By Dr. J. Vernon McGee

If you’ve been on the Bible Bus for more than one trip, you know that before we begin 
in Genesis, Dr. McGee gets us ready for the journey by reviewing some guidelines for 
how to understand the Bible. In ten messages, he covers things like: How was it written 
(inspiration), how do we know the Bible is true (inerrancy), how can we understand it 
(interpretation), and more. All these topics are gathered in a free booklet called, “How to 
Understand the Bible: Guidelines that Lead You to God’s Truth.”  Here’s just a taste from 
this important series. How does the Spirit of God teach us (illumination)?

Only the Spirit of God can teach the Bible to us. We can get Bible 
facts on our own, but the Spirit of God must open our minds and 
hearts if we are to understand the spiritual truth that is there. 

But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all 
things, yes, the deep things of God. –1 Corinthians 2:10

The Holy Spirit has to be our Teacher. Only God can open up the 
Word of God for us to really understand it. 

On the day Jesus rose from the dead, He joined a couple of men 
as they walked along the road to Emmaus. Entering into their 
conversation, He asked them what they were talking about. They 
thought He was crazy—the only one in Jerusalem to not hear how 
they crucified Jesus of Nazareth. And they went on to tell about what 
the women had reported but that they hadn’t seen Him. Their hopes 
had dimmed. 

Now listen to the Lord Jesus. He said to them, 

“Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into His glory?” 
And beginning at Moses and all the Prophets, He expounded to them in all the 
Scriptures the things concerning Himself. –Luke 24:26, 27

Friend, wouldn’t you have loved to have been there that day and 
heard Him go back in the Old Testament and lift out the Scriptures 
concerning Himself? And after He finally made Himself known to 
them as they sat at the evening meal, this is their comment:

And they said to one another, “Did not our heart burn within us while He talked 
with us on the road, and while He opened the Scriptures to us?” –Luke 24:32

When you seriously study the Word of God, you see  
His road map in your life and in the patterns of history.  
Wouldn’t you like to understand the Bible like that? 
Download “How to Understand the Bible,” which is a beautiful 
digital rendering of Dr. McGee’s valuable and long-loved  
“Guidelines for the Understanding of the Scriptures.”  
Get yours at TTB.org/booklets.

http://www.TTB.org/booklets
http://www.TTB.org/booklets


MY TURN
DID YOU KNOW? Psalm 119 references God’s Word (in various 
ways) in every one of its 176 verses. As you ask God to make His 
Word alive in you, read this Psalm in one sitting. Perhaps circle 
every reference to God’s Word in every verse (Your precepts, Your 
testimonies, Your law, Your truth, etc.).

Praise God for the times these have been true in your life:

When I read God’s Word, God brings me joy. (v. 14)

When I obey God’s Word, God keeps me from shame. (v. 32)

When I memorize God’s Word, God protects me from evil. (v. 105)

When I delight in God’s Word, God gives me victory. (v. 92)

When I meditate on God’s Word, God brings me success. (v. 97)

When I abide in God’s Word, God gives me confidence. (v. 1)

"How Does the Spirit of God Teach Us?" continued ...
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–J. VERNON MCGEE

You see, we are studying a book that is different from any other 
book. It is not that I just believe in the inspiration of the Bible; I 
believe that it is a closed book to you unless the Spirit of God will 
open your heart and make it real. When Jesus returned to Jerusalem 
at that time, He continued teaching the disciples: 

Then He said to them, “These are the words which I spoke to you while I was 
still with you, that all things must be fulfilled which were written in the Law of 
Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms concerning Me.” And He opened their 
understanding, that they might comprehend the Scriptures. –Luke 24:44, 45

And, friend, if He doesn’t open your understanding, you’re just 
not going to get it, that’s all. That is the reason we ought to approach 
this book with great humility of mind, regardless of how high our IQ 
is or the extent of our education. (Read 1 Corinthians 2:13,14.) Only 
the Spirit of God can open your mind and heart to see and to accept 
Christ and to trust Him as your Savior. How wonderful! 

I have always felt as I entered the pulpit how helpless I am because, 
believe me, Vernon McGee can’t convert anyone. But I not only feel 
weak, I also feel mighty—not mighty in myself, but in the knowledge 
that the Spirit of God can take my dead words and make them real 
and living.

The Bible ...  
is a closed book  

to you unless  

the Spirit of God  

will open your  
heart and  

make it real.
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RUSSIAN 
Roughly 166 million 
people speak Russian 
worldwide, making 
it the eighth most-
spoken language. 
It is also one of the 
most widely used 
languages online.

SPANISH
Thru the Bible’s 
first global 
language (1973). 
Now has its own 
Facebook page—
Facebook.com/
atravesdelabiblia.

LUGANDA
Spoken in Uganda, 
Africa. One of 
our most recent 
programs, already 
bearing fruit.

TAMIL
Spoken mainly in 
Southeast India but 
also in South Africa 
and Singapore.

THAI
50 million people 
speak Thai 
worldwide, mainly  
in Southeast Asia.

GERMAN
Spoken by 95 million 
throughout Europe.

MANDARIN
Globally, 1 in 6 people 
speak Mandarin—
that’s over 1.6 billion. 
By far, the most 
spoken language in 
the world.

ARABIC
“Arab” means 
“nomad.” Over 400 
million people speak 
Arabic, mainly in north 
Africa and the Middle 
East, with growing 
populations in Europe 
and North America.

“Enter into the Bible” “Treasures of Wisdom”“Through the Bible” “Learn the Bible”
“Know the Bible” “Through the Bible”“Air Bible”

“Through the Pages  
of the Bible”

ttbinmylanguage.com

Can You Match the Language?
Every day, Thru the Bible carries God’s Word to people living in nearly every 
corner of the earth. Test yourself to see if you can identify the language of these 
Thru the Bible broadcasts from the clues. 

Answers: A4, B6, C8, D7, E3, F1, G5, H2
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DO YOU KNOW  
ANYONE WHO 
SPEAKS THESE 
LANGUAGES? 

An email from a brave woman in the Arabic-speaking world: 
“I heard about your Jesus for the first time a few weeks ago. It is forbidden 
to play any teaching—our leaders call it propaganda from the West. My son, 
risking his father’s anger, played your program for me on his phone. From 
the start, I knew it was the truth. In my heart it felt real. We listen every 
chance we get, when my husband is traveling, and we do not fear. My son has 
surrendered his life to Jesus the Christ. I do not fear for him because I believe 
God is with him. I fear for me, now, because now I do not have a choice since I 
believe too. I must follow where there is nothing but darkness. Please pray for 
me. Pray for a miracle—for my husband to come to a full surrender to Jesus.” 

1

A
B

C
D

E
F

G
H

2 4 5 6 873

Tell them how to listen to Thru the 
Bible in their own heart language 
either online or using the app 
available at TTBinmylanguage.com.  
These are just eight of the 100+ 
languages you can listen to on 
TTBinmylanguage.com. Look for  
more matching quizzes to come.

http://www.ttbinmylanguage.com
http://www.ttbinmylanguage.com
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LISTEN WHENEVER YOU WANT
“I had forgotten how much I 
love the Bible ….” 

For a million different reasons 
we all sometimes get distracted 
from our commitment to 
reading and studying God’s 
Word. Praise God, He faithfully 
pulls us back, giving us yet 
another opportunity. 

Ayshah, a listener from  
London, writes: 

“I am a renewed listener to  
Thru the Bible since my 
nephew gave me his old iPhone 
just before Christmas. I first 
heard Dr. McGee many years 
ago, but the signal wasn’t good. 
Eventually gave up listening. 
I really liked his voice and 
way of teaching. I am so glad 
that now I can listen to your 
podcast whenever I want. 
Isn’t technology wonderful? 
I had forgotten how much 
I love the Bible—but more 
importantly, how much I love 

TTB.ORG/PRAY

This is an example of the email our 
World Prayer Team receives every 
weekday. Together, we are traveling 
the world on our knees, interceding 
for one country at a time. We invite 
you to join us in covering the entire 
earth with prayer every year. 

GO TO TTB.ORG/PRAY 
TO SIGN UP.

What's Happening at

the Lord Jesus. It is a great 
encouragement during the 
week to hear of His love for us. I 
hope your program will always 
be there.”

Yes, let’s continue to pray that 
Thru the Bible continues and 
reaches more people with the 
timeless truths of God’s Word.

Listen yourself in English 
or 100+ other languages at 
TTBinMyLanguage.com.

HOW LONG HAVE YOU  
BEEN ON THE BIBLE BUS?

See the Bible Bus Photo Album at TTB.org/BibleBus.

We’d love to see you! Send your picture to BibleBus@TTB.org
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http://www.TTB.org/pray
http://www.TTB.org/pray
http://www.TTB.org/pray
http://www.ttbinmylanguage.com
http://www.ttbinmylanguage.com
http://www.ttbinmylanguage.com
http://www.TTB.org/BibleBus
mailto:BibleBus%40TTB.org?subject=My%20Bible%20Bus%20Journey
http://www.TTB.org/BibleBus
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WHY STUDY EZEKIEL?
Join in the study of Ezekiel on Thru the Bible AUGUST 29 – OCTOBER 2  
or anytime online, by podcast, or by mobile app.

You’ve heard of the prophet Daniel, now meet another man God used in 

the same season. Ezekiel was Daniel’s same age, also a prisoner of war, 

taken to Babylon, but instead of a palace, Ezekiel lived in the refugee 

camp. God used both to prophesize about the future of His purposes 

with men and nations. When he was 30 years old and should have 

become a priest in Jerusalem, Ezekiel got a word from the Lord, and 

it caused him to do the most peculiar things—all hoping to get God’s 

people to pay attention and turn back to God in repentance.  

TTB.org/Ezekiel

The beauty of God’s Word is that God uses it where you are. 

A WORD FROM GREGG HARRIS

Come hungry; God will fill you. 
Come with questions; God’s Spirit will direct. 
Come heartbroken; He will restore. 
The point is—just come. 

The beauty of the Bible Bus is that whether you ride every day or 
hop on and off, you’ll find something in the study of God’s Word 
every time. It won’t be a coincidence (as our brother from Mexico 

mentioned on page 12). God uses His Word to reach the seeking heart. 
Sometimes it’s just a phrase or a paragraph or an illustration that 
lets light in. It might take a lifetime to understand the depths, but 
seeing it happens in an instant—right where you are. 

As you pray this month for Thru the Bible, ask the Lord for more of 
these moments, in more people’s hearts, all across the globe. God 
bless you today as you seek Him in His Word. 

Grateful for your partnership,. 

Gregg Harris
Thru the Bible, president

What God has said He will do ... 

He will do. 
–Dr. J. Vernon McGee
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What will it take to get people to turn back to God? When the people wouldn’t listen to 
his words, Ezekiel acted them out (and got a lot of attention—but not the good kind).

65 TIMES: “THEN YOU SHALL KNOW THAT I AM THE LORD ….”

“In the middle of all the downright bizarre images and parables in Ezekiel, we get a glimpse of 
the glory of God. Ezekiel unveils God Himself unlike any other book of the Bible. Revelation has 
the same kind of unveiling, pointing to Jesus Christ.”  –Dr. J. Vernon McGee

“I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; I will take the heart of stone 
out of your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.” (36:26)

Using images from Ezekiel’s culture, God tells Ezekiel to use pictures, dramas, parables, 
and symbolic acts to call people back to Himself. (But they wouldn’t listen.)

http://www.TTB.org/Ezekiel
http://www.TTB.org/Ezekiel
http://www.TTB.org/Ezekiel


I Heard it on THE BIBLE BUS
in Latin America 

From Bolivia
A TWR partner who works with Mennonite colonies in Bolivia 
reports: “Your Solar Bible Bus is a favorite tool we use to share 
God’s Word in Low German. An ideal tool for young Christians 
to use as families or in small groups, your instruction also 
equips Bible study leaders. Please pray for these listeners and 
thank God for His provision. It is very common for Bolivian 
believers to report that they came to a saving knowledge of 
Christ through listening on a solar radio.”

From Mexico
“My name is Javier and while driving in my car I inadvertently tuned in to Thru the Bible. Never 
in my life had I read a complete book of the Bible, despite many years in the church. I know 
tuning your program was not a coincidence. The Spirit of God led me. I have been listening to 
you for three years, and I have understood that religion and a relationship with the Lord Jesus 
Christ are two very different things. May the Lord keep blessing your program, and I will continue 
supporting the program with my prayer and gifts to reach souls for the Lord Jesus Christ.”

From Ecuador
“Blessings! I have listened to Thru the Bible podcasts since 2015, and day after day they 
continue to be a great blessing for me and my family. I work in a factory and am able to listen 
to them while I work. On the Bible Bus, I am being filled with the knowledge of the Word of 
God—it gives me wisdom. I also thank God for your efforts, dedication, and sacrifice to carry the 
gospel to different places of the world through the radio and translating in different languages, 
so that in one way or another the Word of God is known through all parts of the world. Thank 
you for teaching me and strengthening my faith.”

All Scripture is from the New King James Version unless otherwise noted.

Box 7100, Pasadena, California 91109-7100
P.O. Box 25325, London, Ontario, Canada N6C 6B1

1-800 65-BIBLE (24253) Fax: 626-449-4430 TTB.org BibleBus@ttb.org
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