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WHERE THE RUBBER 
MEETS THE ROAD

HOW IS GOD SHAPING YOU?
By Dr. J. Vernon McGee

You may have heard the expression, “He is the potter; I am the clay.” That metaphor 
comes from the book of Jeremiah—and from our study on the broadcast this month.  
Let’s listen in to the comforting instruction from Dr. McGee as he explains this picture. 

Why does the Potter 
put us on the wheel? Why 
does He bear down on us 
at times? Why does He 
keep working us, molding 
us, shaping us? What is 
He after?

Go back with Jeremiah 
to the potter’s house. 
You won’t discover the 

purpose for your life there, but you learn something even more 
important than that. You understand that the potter has a purpose. 
Watch him—he is serious. He does not play with the clay; this is his 
work. He is giving his time, his talents, his energy to working the clay. 

. . .continued on page 5

Then I went down to the potter’s house, and there he was, making something 
at the wheel. And the vessel that he made of clay was marred in the hand of the 
potter; so he made it again into another vessel, as it seemed good to the potter  
to make. –Jeremiah 18:3, 4

Look over his shoulder; you may not know what the finished  
piece will look like, but you are convinced the potter knows what he  
is doing. 

My friend, God is not playing with us today. He is not 
experimenting. He has purpose in how He is shaping us, and that 
comforts me. He has a plan, and He knows what He is doing. When 
God puts us on the wheel of circumstance, He means to accomplish 
something. He has a purpose.

The onlooker can’t guess His purpose, neither can the clay under 
His hand. But someday we will know. 

FROM DR. MCGEE’S STUDY  
IN JEREMIAH: You can discover 
more on this topic when you 
download this month’s booklet, 
“Masterpiece: Your Life in  
God’s Hands.” TTB.org/booklets

http://www.TTB.org/booklets
http://www.TTB.org/booklets
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MY TURN
WHEN GOD WORKS US AS A POTTER  
WORKS THE CLAY, HE HAS A PURPOSE. 

Which way do you see God shaping you? 
• He is making me want what He wants (James 1:3)

• He is motivating me to follow Him (Hebrews 5:8)

• He is showing me how to be a comfort to someone  
(2 Corinthians 1:6)

• He keeps me from doing my own thing that could hurt me  
(2 Corinthians 12:7)

• He helps me identify with Jesus a little more (Philippians 3:10)

• He grows my faith a little stronger (1 Peter 5:10)

• He helps me be an example to others who are compelled to 
follow me to Jesus (2 Timothy 2:10) 

"How is God Shaping You?" continued ...
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Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we 
shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall 
see Him as He is. –1 John 3:2

The psalmist says, “…I shall be satisfied when I awake in Your 
likeness” (Psalm 17:15). One day we will be like Him. That’s what all 
His work is about. 

That’s going to be a fair morning, a new day! God will be vindicated, 
because He is not being cruel when He causes you to suffer. Some 
glorious day, you’ll see the Potter had a purpose in your life.

Recall what Paul writes to the Ephesians. It starts off doleful with 
“and you…were dead in trespasses and sins.” But that’s not the 
end. There is more: “… that in the ages to come He might show the 
exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ 
Jesus” (Ephesians 2:1, 7). In the ages to come we’ll be on display, 
revealing what the Potter can do with lifeless clay. He gets the glory. 
It will be wonderful to be a vessel in the Master’s hand.
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He gets
the glory.

–J. VERNON MCGEE
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Tell them how to listen to Thru the Bible in their own heart language 
either online or using the app available at TTBinmylanguage.com.  
These are just eight of the 100+ languages you can listen to on 
TTBinmylanguage.com. Look for more matching quizzes to come.

A

BENGALI 
spoken in 

Bangladesh;  
is also the second 

most popular 
language in India

1

“Paths of Life” 

E

FRENCH 
spoken worldwide 
with the majority 
in Europe, Africa, 
& North America

5

“Through the Bible”

C

ALBANIAN 
spoken on the 

Balkan peninsula; 
is unlike any 

other European 
language

3

“Bible Review”

G

LINGALA 
spoken mainly in 
the Democratic 
Republic of the 
Congo, Africa

7

“Learn the Bible”

D

VIETNAMESE 
spoken mainly  

in southeast Asia, 
but also in France, 

Australia, &  
the U.S.

4

“The Bible for Today”

H

PERSIAN 
spoken mainly  

in Iran, 
Afghanistan, 

Tajikistan,  
& Uzbekistan

8

“Through the Bible”

B

“Believe the Path of Life”

F

PORTUGUESE 
the official language 

of ten countries, 
including Brazil, 
Mozambique,  

& Angola

6

“Through the Bible”

ttbinmylanguage.com

Can You Match the Language?
Every day, Thru the Bible carries God’s Word to people living in nearly every corner of the earth. 
Test yourself to see if you can identify the language of these Thru the Bible broadcasts from the 
clues. One of them is now in production as a television broadcast that will be viewed from some 
of the most remote places on earth as well as in the most densely populated urban centers. 

Answers: A5, B7, C8, D2, E3, F1, G4, H6

AFRIKAANS 
spoken mainly  
in South Africa  

& Namibia

2
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DO YOU KNOW  
ANYONE WHO SPEAKS 
THESE LANGUAGES? 

From a friend on the Bible Bus listening to the Persian broadcast of Thru the Bible  
(which is also being developed right now as a television program similar to the Arabic, Kolel el Ketab): 

“My family and I are very interested in learning more about Jesus. As 
a child, I would pray to God, but I feared Him. In fact, it was my fear 
that caused me to pray and participate in religious traditions and 
ceremonies. When I was 20 years old, I heard your teaching about 
Jesus for the first time. This slowly drew me toward Christianity. 
Today I am no longer a Muslim but follow Jesus. My family and I 
would like to become good followers of Jesus Christ. Thank you  
for what you have done in helping us to understand the Bible.” 

http://www.TTBinmylanguage.com
http://www.ttbinmylanguage.com
http://www.ttbinmylanguage.com
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PRAYING FOR THE PERSECUTED IN KYRGYZSTAN
Unspoiled mountain vistas, 
rolling summer pastures, and 
a warm hospitality are just a 
few of the reasons travelers 
are drawn to the Central Asian 
country of Kyrgyzstan. 

But Kyrgyz cultural identity is 
so tightly associated with Islam 
that accepting Christ is often a 
difficult and measured decision. 
Many believers are forced to 
worship in secrecy. That’s why 
in countries like this TTB does 
not receive many letters. But 
God often encourages us to 
remain faithful through the 
testimony of Christian workers 
such as this one:

“A group of believers was 
traveling on bus to share the 
gospel with those living in 
remote villages. On their way 
they had a flat tire in the middle 
of nowhere. The team got out of 
the bus and while some helped 
with the changing of the tire, 
others went to talk with local 

TTB.ORG/PRAY

This is an example of the email our 
World Prayer Team receives every 
weekday. Together, we are traveling 
the world on our knees, interceding 
for one country at a time. We invite 
you to join us in covering the entire 
earth with prayer every year. 

GO TO TTB.ORG/PRAY 
TO SIGN UP.

people who were working in the 
fields. When the conversation 
turned to Jesus, one of the field 
workers said they knew Him 
because they listen to your 
programs on the radio!”

Praise God that in a country 
where sharing God’s love 
is difficult and dangerous, 
Christian radio is able to quietly 
enter homes. Pray that Thru 
the Bible broadcasts heard in 
the languages of Uzbek and 
Central-Asian Russian will 
change the lives of more people 
in Kyrgyzstan. 

POSTED TO SOCIAL MEDIA

What's Happening at

Follow Thru the Bible:
          /ThruTheBibleNet

               /TTBRadio

http://TTB.org/pray
http://TTB.org/pray
https://www.youtube.com/user/ttbradio
https://www.facebook.com/ThruTheBibleNet
https://twitter.com/ThruTheBibleNet
https://www.instagram.com/ThruTheBibleNet/
https://www.youtube.com/user/ttbradio
https://www.instagram.com/ThruTheBibleNet/
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WHY STUDY JEREMIAH?

WHY STUDY LAMENTATIONS?

Join in the study of Jeremiah & Lamentations on the Thru the Bible program 
JULY 1-31 or anytime online, by podcast, or by mobile app.

Jeremiah’s message was the most unwelcome message ever delivered, 

and people rejected it. They called him a traitor because he said they 

were to yield to Babylon. Isaiah, almost a century before him, had said 

to resist. Why this change? In Jeremiah’s day they only had one option: 

surrender. In God’s economy, the nation was defeated. They had turned 

their back on God and God said, “Enough.”
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“Jeremiah was a remarkable man of God. I call him God’s crybaby because he was in tears most 
of the time. God chose a man with a tender heart, a trembling voice, and tear-filled eyes to 
deliver a harsh message of judgment. Jeremiah’s message broke his own heart.”  
–Dr. J. Vernon McGee

Open Doors … Do You See Them on Every Page? 

This five-chapter book is Jeremiah’s funeral dirge—a sad poem Jeremiah 

spoke while he wept over Jerusalem. Dr. McGee said, “Lamentations is 

the wailing wall of the Bible.” 

BUT MEMORIZE THIS IF YOU NEED HOPE: Lamentations 3:22-23!

3 STAND-OUT VERSES IN JEREMIAH

“And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart.” –29:13

“Yes, I have loved you with an everlasting love … with lovingkindness I have drawn you.” –31:3

“Ah, Lord God! Behold, You have made the heavens and the earth by Your great power ….  
There is nothing too hard for You.” –32:17

DON’T BACKSLIDE! That’s Jeremiah’s message in two words. Used 13x. 

Dr. McGee reflects on what it means to backslide: “When I was a boy, I helped a rancher load heifers 
in a wagon. We’d try to get the little old fellow up the ramp and he’d stiffen his front feet and brace 
himself so you couldn’t move him up. Usually he’d slip back. That’s backsliding in the Bible. It means 
to refuse to go God’s way—refusing to listen to Him. Pretty soon you’ll start moving backwards and 
get farther and farther from God. God asked Israel to return to Him and they wouldn’t. As a result, they 
went into captivity.”

I believe these opportunities are coming to Thru the Bible 
specifically because of the prayer support of you, our Thru the Bible  
family. I agree with Dr. McGee that the prayers of our family 
are singularly significant to the success of our efforts. So, thank 
you, friends and family—thank you for your intercession, for 
your financial support, for your eager and willing participation 
in a mission that is so much larger, so much greater than any of 
us realize. How do I know? Because it’s God’s mission, it’s His 
purposes, it’s His Word we stand behind. Only in heaven will we 
see what He’s doing—and doing through us in July 2019. Let’s 
together continue to take His whole Word to the whole world  
until Jesus calls us to meet Him in the clouds. 

Until that day, 

Gregg Harris
Thru the Bible, president

http://www.ttb.org/listen
http://www.TTB.org/Jeremiah
http://www.TTB.org/Lamentations


I Heard it on THE BIBLE BUS

What a Great Idea! 
My husband, Ron, and I began a “Bible 
Bus Buddies” Bible study two years ago. 
We hold it in my office conference room, 
every Wednesday, from 12:00 to 1:00. We 
have pizza and follow along online to 
two studies each week. At this rate, it will 
take significantly longer than five years to 
complete one trip through the Word of God 
(we joke about it regularly)! But, we gain so 
much, nonetheless, through our time with 
Dr. McGee and our fellowship!  

Here’s a picture of us this past Wednesday. We listen, comment, and share during our hour 
together, and each one of us leaves feeling blessed and empowered with our increasing 
knowledge and faith through studying God's Word!

Thank you all for your commitment, and for the work you do, to keep Dr. J. Vernon McGee on 
the air, reaching us in Arizona, and the entire world!  –From Linda in Tucson, AZ

All Scripture is from the New King James Version unless otherwise noted.
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