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God doesn’t offer a  
“hope so” salvation— 

His is a “know so” salvation.
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WHERE THE RUBBER 
MEETS THE ROAD

REST ASSURED
By Dr. J. Vernon McGee

I was once on a flight from Los Angeles to Phoenix. The plane hit 
rough air and began to bounce around. The pilot tried to get us out 
of it by going higher, but it only got rougher up there, so he leveled 
off. At times the plane would drop, and it seemed to me like it would 
never stop. I grabbed the seat in front of me and held on for dear life. 
But across the aisle from me sat a man who was a former pilot, and 
he’d fallen asleep by the time the plane even took to the air. When 
we hit that turbulence, he was merely annoyed by all the disturbance 
and turned over and went back to sleep. After we landed he said he’d 
actually enjoyed the flight! I certainly could not say the same.

Now, I was just as safe on that airplane as the other man—whatever 
security the plane offered was mine as well as his. We both had 
faith enough to enter the plane, but he had the understanding and 
experience to enjoy the trip. He had assurance, but I did not. 

Now, let’s apply this lesson to the very important reality of your 
salvation. My friend, God wants you to enjoy and be assured of your 
relationship with Him. His “plane” cannot fall, and you do not have 
to hold on to the seat in front of you—He holds you!

If you’ve ever experienced “inner turbulence” regarding your 
salvation, I invite you to take these two important truths to heart. 

DR. MCGEE ANSWERS THE QUESTION:  
WHAT CAUSES A CHRISTIAN TO DOUBT THEIR SALVATION? 

Unconfessed sin in the life of a believer is the greatest thief of the assurance of salvation. 
God wants us to have the full assurance of faith, and this comes experientially through 
fellowship with Him. Sin breaks our fellowship, which in time causes a chain reaction that 
breaks our assurance.

If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do 
not practice the truth. (1 John 1:6)

We can put up a front that all is well, but underneath, doubts gnaw like little foxes at our 
faith. We start to feel like we are not really God’s children. Yet God is still our Father, and a 
conviction of sin is pretty good evidence of it. We have lost our fellowship with Him, and 
therefore our assurance—but not our salvation.

What a Christian needs to do is come to the light, the Word of God. It reveals our sin, and 
shows us the remedy. 

But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one 
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin. (1 John 1:7)

You see, the genuine child of God is always disturbed by sin in his life, because he knows it 
breaks fellowship with God.
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MY TURN
FEEL FAR FROM GOD? Ask yourself two questions: 

Is there something in my life that shouldn’t be there? 

When we intentionally ignore or rationalize sin in our lives, we are 
choosing to break off our fellowship with God. If you know something 
that needs to go—tell the Lord about it (confess) and turn around 
(repent), leaving it behind you. 

Is there something God is prompting me to do that I’m not doing? 

You might feel distant from God because you’re not willing to do 
what He asks. Like in any relationship, this causes distance. Eventually 
it may cause you to think you’re no longer saved. Tell God now that 
you’re willing and want His help to do what He wants you to do—and 
the next time He prompts you to do something, do it. Likely, you will 
sense your relationship begin to be restored.

1

"Rest Assured" continued ...
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God wants all who trust Christ to experience salvation in such a 
way that they say confidently, boldly, and with much assurance:

… I know whom I have believed and am persuaded that He 
is able to keep what I have committed to Him until that Day. 
(2 Timothy 1:12)

Don’t miss the best God has for you. Spend your life going deeper 
in your understanding and appreciation of His “so great a salvation” 
(Hebrews 2:3). 

My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow 
Me. And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; 
neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand. My 
Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no 
one is able to snatch them out of My Father’s hand.  
(John 10:27-29)

He never lets go. Relax, believer, and enjoy your salvation.

TRUTH #1: YOU ARE GOD’S CHILD THROUGH FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST.
If you have accepted God’s offer of eternal life, then you can be 

assured of it. Some Christians believe in the security of the believer 
but do not themselves have the assurance of their salvation. To that I 
say, “My brethren, these things ought not to be so” (James 3:10). God 
will not go back on His promise to save you. Put your misgivings, 
doubts, and a lack of assurance out on the curb.

Remember this: You are His child through faith in Jesus Christ.

But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to 
become children of God, to those who believe in His name: 
who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor 
of the will of man, but of God. (John 1:12, 13)

Did you see that? Your salvation is of God. You did not earn it, 
therefore you can do nothing to lose it. When talking about salvation, 
remove words like “maybe” and “perhaps” from your vocabulary. 

God doesn’t offer a “hope 
so” salvation—His is a 
“know so” salvation. Your 
salvation is not temporary 
or conditional; God’s 
Word describes it as 
everlasting or eternal life. 

Be assured by what God 
actually says:

He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son 
of God does not have life. These things I have written to you 
who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may 
know that you have eternal life, and that you may continue 
to believe in the name of the Son of God. (1 John 5:12, 13)

Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, 
having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and our 
bodies washed with pure water. (Hebrews 10:22)

What gives us this certain confidence in our salvation? 

TRUTH #2: JESUS’ RIGHTEOUSNESS GIVES YOU YOUR SECURE STANDING WITH GOD. 
Your standing before God cannot be improved upon because it is 

through Jesus and He is in perfect fellowship with God. It cannot be 
disturbed because it is given wholly to the lost sinner who trusts in 
Jesus. (Read Isaiah 32:17.)

DOWNLOAD  
“REST ASSURED:  
CONQUERING YOUR DOUBTS 
ABOUT YOUR SALVATION”  
AT TTB.ORG/BOOKLETS

http://www.TTB.org/booklets
http://www.TTB.org/booklets
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ONE REGION ONE REQUEST

The Bible Bus travels to the Rooftop of the World
VISIT WITH SIMON SUBHA (PICTURED ABOVE), THRU THE BIBLE’S NEPALI PRODUCER SINCE 1994: 
“Thru the Bible is, without a doubt, a great gift from God to Nepal for His glory and 
honor.  God uses our partnership together for the gospel in amazing ways. Our studies 
have become known and proven in Nepal as foundational and pillars for thousands of 
people since the very beginning. God uses it not only to enrich and equip listeners, but it 
also plays a tremendous role in church growth, spiritually and quantitatively. This means 
that hundreds of churches and believers are protected from cults because of sound Bible 
teaching. This continues to happen across the country despite geographical, social, and 
political challenges.”

South Asia
PLEASE PRAY FOR THRU THE BIBLE IN NEPAL: 
Pray for safety and security of Christians in Nepal, as the government has passed 
anti-conversion policy targeting Christians.

Pray for enough resources that we may start many radio home groups with Thru the 
Bible teaching in remote areas.

Pray for Simon’s safe travel to listener rallies and visiting radio home groups.

Praise God that TTB is not only blessing through broadcasting but also through SD 
cards that are circulated to hundreds of radio home groups across the country.

Praise God that demands of TTB content on SD cards is so high that we’re not able to 
provide enough.

FROM A LISTENER IN EAST NEPAL: 
“I used to worship idols. In that time I 
was in search of truth and peace but 
in the right time, God has chosen me 
for His kingdom. Now I know the true 
God and am passing my life peacefully. 
When I started to listen to the program, 
it helped me grow in Christ. I got a real 
hope and am blessed. The program 
helped me be close with God. Now I am 
sharing this truth with my friends, and 
also I can bear criticism from others. 
Thanks to TTB for good Bible teaching.”

Our Unique Opportunity Here: 
Visionary leaders in South Asia need prayer support to take 
Thru the Bible to home groups in Nepal, India, Pakistan, and 
Bangladesh and expand impact to 50 new languages in the next 
two years, giving 28 million more people access to God’s Word. 

Thru the Bible is heard in 27 languages throughout South Asia.

Assamese, 1996 | Bangladesh Bengali, 2002 | Banjara, 2000 | Bengali, 1982   
Bhili, 2002 | Bhojpuri, 2002 | Chhattisgarhi, 2002 | Deccani, 2001 | English (Indian), 2002   
Gondi, 2002 | Gujarati, 1990 | Hindi, 1978 | Kannada, 1986 | Kok Borok, 2001   
Konkani, 2002 | Kutchi, 2002 | Maithili, 2002 | Malayalam, 1982 | Marathi,  1990   
Nepali, 1994 | Odia, 1981 | Pashto, 2002 | Punjabi, 1998 | Sindhi, 2002 | Tamil, 1988   
Telugu, 1978 | Urdu, 1988
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Find out more and get yours at  
TTB.org/shop

A LIGHT INTO THE SIKH COMMUNITY
Meet a new sister from the  
Sikh community:

“My name is Kashmir. My 
husband is a green grocer. He 
listens to the radio in his shop. 
Three months back, I took the 
radio home and tuned it to a 
Christian station. There we 
heard Thru the Bible’s Punjabi 
program. From that day I 
regularly started to listen. 

“I soon understood how to be 
free of our belief in the endless 
trap of karma and continual 
reincarnation. I learned about 
God’s redemptive love toward 
sinful man and that we do 
not deserve God’s grace and 
never could. My salvation is 
dependent upon the person 
and work of Jesus. This new 
understanding gave me such 
peace and joy from God's Word. 
It was during this time that I 
accepted Christ into my life as 
my personal Saviour and Lord. 

This is an example of the email 
our World Prayer Team receives 
every weekday. Together, we are 
traveling the world on our knees, 
interceding for one country at a 
time. We invite you to join us in 
covering the entire earth with 
prayer every year. 

GO TO TTB.ORG/PRAY 
TO SIGN UP.

“My husband has also started 
listening to the program. He is 
yet to fully surrender his life to 
Christ, but he is slowly opening 
up to God and His Word. 
Please pray for him and for my 
spiritual growth.” 

Let us gladly and eagerly lift 
up this couple living in the 
Punjab region of India—and the 
approximately 23 million in the 
Sikh community worldwide. Ask 
that they see the beautiful truth 
of grace in God’s Word.

TTB.ORG/PRAY

Is the Solar Bible Bus right for you? 
DO YOU …

Like listening to Thru the Bible anytime you want, anywhere, and without interruption?

Navigate to any study you choose from Dr. McGee and start listening.  
Use headphones or the built in speaker. Simple, right?

Need an easy way to share the Bible and Dr. McGee’s great teaching  
with someone who needs God’s Word?

The Solar Bible Bus contains a full audio Bible and the complete Thru the Bible  
study of all 66 books—and it’s available in 12 languages. 

Hate power cables and recycling used batteries?

No problem. When it starts running low on power, place it in the sun for  
a few hours and you’re good to go again.

http://www.ttb.org/shop
http://www.TTB.org/shop
http://www.ttb.org/pray
http://www.TTB.org/pray
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BibleBus@ttb.org

/ThruTheBibleNet

WHY STUDY ISAIAH?
Join in the study of Isaiah on the Thru the Bible program MARCH 26– MAY 31  
or anytime online, by podcast, or by mobile app.

The book of Isaiah is a high pinnacle in our journey through the whole 

Word of God. The prophet Isaiah was given a vision of God at the 

beginning of his ministry (around 740 B.C.) that profoundly influenced 

his whole view of life as well as the prophecies he wrote about. Just like 

Paul’s vision on the way to Damascus shaped his theology, so Isaiah's 

vision of God shaped his view of God.

MAY 2019 | 11TTB.org/Isaiah

“[Isaiah’s] been called the fifth Gospel—Christ’s virgin birth, His character, 
His life, His death, His resurrection, and His second coming are all presented 
in Isaiah clearly and definitively.”  –J. Vernon McGee

Therefore the Lord Himself will give you 
a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive 
and bear a Son, and shall call His name 
Immanuel. –Isaiah 7:14

For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son 
is given; and the government will be 
upon His shoulder. And His name will be 
called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. –Isaiah 9:6

What does Isaiah tell us about Jesus?  
• He is just and righteous (11:4) 
• He is wise and discerning (11:2) 
• Jesus is faithful to the task of saving (11:5) 
• He perseveres (42:4)
• Jesus is a light to the Gentiles (42:6) 

• He is compassionate (53:4) 
• He is gentle and meek (53:7) 
• Jesus never sinned (53:9) 
• As God incarnate, Jesus is great (53:12) 

Take to heart these words from Isaiah: 
• You will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on You, because he trusts in You. (26:3)
• Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you, yes, I 

will help you. (41:10)
• … I will not forget you. See, I have inscribed you on the palms of My hands. (49:15-16)

NOT JUST A CHRISTMAS STORY . . .

Think back to what you’ve heard on  
Thru the Bible in the last year,  
the last few months, the last week even. 
Any testimonies shared by fellow travelers on the Bible Bus really stick out to you?  
(If you can’t think of one, have you checked out Emmanuel’s great letter on the back page yet? Wow.)

Were you blessed? Reminded of God’s faithfulness?  
Given a reason to smile or nod your head in agreement?

If so, then you know why Letter Month is pretty important around here. 

Sharing our stories of what God is teaching us and doing in our lives through the study of 
His Word brings glory to Him and encouragement to His body. 

Pass on the blessing—send your story today.

https://www.facebook.com/ThruTheBibleNet
https://twitter.com/ThruTheBibleNet
https://www.instagram.com/ThruTheBibleNet/
mailto:BibleBus%40ttb.org?subject=
http://www.TTB.org/Isaiah
http://www.TTB.org/Isaiah


I Heard it on THE BIBLE BUS

Immanuel: God with us
"Behold, the virgin shall conceive and 
bear a Son, and shall call His name 
Immanuel” (7:14). Isaiah said His name 
would be Immanuel, but you cannot 
find any place in the Gospels where 
He is called by that name. Immanuel 
means “God with us.” They called Him 
“Jesus” because He would save His 
people from their sins. But, friend, He 
cannot save the people from their sins 
unless He is Immanuel, “God with us.” 
Every time you call Him Jesus, you are 
saying, “God with us.” He is God. He is 
God with us and God for us. He is our 
Savior, born of a virgin. Have you put 
your trust in Him?  -J. Vernon McGee

From Emmanuel  in Quito, Ecuador: 

My family lives in the mountains around Quito. My mother has brought up my brothers and me by 
herself, tending livestock and keeping a small farm. Since we’ve become men, she has let us live 
our own lives and keep our own opinions, but one thing she has insisted on is that we honor the 
Lord Jesus Christ. We all know Him as Savior. From as long as I remember, my mother listened to 
A Través de la Biblia on “The Voice of the Andes” shortwave transmission and then later to HCJB. 
Now she downloads A Través de la Biblia on her smartphone. Because of her good example, I 
began listening a few years ago. I was happy and surprised when I heard it explained that my 
name, “Emmanuel,” meant “God with us.” When I asked my mother why she named me this, she 
smiled and said she heard about it on A Través de la Biblia and wanted me to know that God is 
always with me. I am humbled by this.

All Scripture is from the New King James Version unless otherwise noted.

Box 7100, Pasadena, California 91109-7100
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