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When I thought God
was doing nothing,
I found out He was
doing plenty.
J. VERNON MCGEE

WHERE THE RUBBER
MEETS THE ROAD
WHY?: WHEN WE
QUESTION GOD
By Dr. J. Vernon McGee
“Why?” Many people wonder why God does not move in and do
something about the evil in the world. This question is basic to all
questions today. If it is not your question, it certainly is mine.
The question of Habakkuk was precisely that: Why was God
permitting evil to run rampant in the nation of Israel? Why does
God permit evil? Why would a holy, gracious, good God allow these
things to take place?

We could likely ask God the same
question about the impossible things

He’s allowed in our lives.

“Why does God permit this to
happen to me?” Is that what you’re
asking today? May I say this, and
please let’s not let this out: I do not
know. Honestly, I do not know.
But God has the answer for your
problems, my beloved.
On a trip to the south, my wife and
I drove into Oklahoma to where my
dad is buried. I never get into that
country without becoming a little
nostalgic. Thinking of this message, I
remembered being a 14-year-old boy
standing by the fresh grave of my
dad who had been killed in a cotton
gin accident. As I stood there I wept
and cried out, “Why, oh God, did
You take him? Why did this have to
happen to me?”
Time has gone by, and today I
may have an answer for that. I feel
it was God’s method of dealing
with a boy who would never have
entered the ministry otherwise.
Later on in my life, I stood by a little
white casket holding my firstborn
daughter and asked the same
question of God, “Why did You let
this happen to me?” I do not have
the answer to this day.

Want to know how
to walk by faith
through tough
situations when it
seems like God isn’t
doing anything
about them?
CLICK HERE to download the
free digital booklet of “Why
Doesn’t God Do Something?”

Are you or
someone you
know going
through the
heartbreak of
losing a child—young or old?
Thru the Bible Radio Network
P. O. Box 7100
Pasadena, California 91109

Dr. McGee has a lovely message
of comfort and hope called
“Death of a Little Child,” which
he wrote after the death of his
own infant daughter. CLICK HERE
to download it and share with
others.

...continued on page 4
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"Why?: When We Question God" continued ...

But I want to say this to you, I have gone to my watchtower (like
Habakkuk), and I shall wait. I am trusting the one who has the
answer. He has reassured my heart, saying, “Just put your hand
in Mine and walk with Me through the dark, and I’ll give you your
answers when the time comes.”
I don’t know about you, but I’m trusting. God’s Word says, "But
without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to
God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those
who diligently seek Him" (Hebrews 11:6). The just shall live by faith,
my beloved.

Habakkuk got his answer. God took him to the watchtower, and
Habakkuk, thinking that God was doing nothing, found that He was
doing plenty. And then Habakkuk prayed:

O Lord, I have heard Your speech and was afraid; O Lord, revive Your work in the midst
of the years! In the midst of the years make it known; In wrath remember mercy.
–Habakkuk 3:2
Habakkuk reverses himself. He says, “I’ve heard Your speech, and I
am afraid.” What is he afraid of? Well, he had thought that God wasn’t
doing anything. Now he is afraid the Lord is doing too much! Before,
Habakkuk had been calling down fire from heaven not only upon
his own nation who had walked away from God, but also on the
Chaldeans. Now he is saying, “Lord, don’t forget to be merciful.”
It does look today as if God is not doing anything, but if you and
I could ascend to the watchtower of Habakkuk, if we could learn
that the just shall live by His faith, if we could have a living faith in
God and see what is moving behind the scenes and see the wheels
turning, I think that we would be as surprised as Habakkuk was.
God has the answer.

MY TURN
ASK WHY WHAT? INSTEAD
When you’re tempted to ask God, “Why? (Why me? Why this?
Why are You allowing this?),” ask “What?” instead.
WHAT do You want me to learn in this trial?
WHAT might You be doing behind the scenes?
WHAT response do You want from me?
Like Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane—the most difficult night of
Jesus’ life—tell the Lord, “I want what You want for me.” This kind of
faith, this kind of submission of God’s way, gives God the access to do
something supernatural in us.
PONDER THESE VERSES: John 11; Romans 5:1-5; Philippians 1:3-6
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Steve Shwetz and Aliya, Thru the Bible listener
and new defender of the faith in Russia

Thursday, they stream the program and then on Friday, they host a
live Question/Answer program where people can call in, text, and
engage online. They reach people listening—in real-time!
In God’s beautiful plan, one of those listeners was a very
antagonistic, young atheist woman named Aliya. Angry towards
anything related to God, she spoke with hostility against the name
of Jesus Christ. Aliya is also blind. This is important considering
Oleg Shevkun, our Russian TTB voice, is also nearly blind.

TO RUSSIA WITH LOVE
by Steve Shwetz, host of Thru the Bible

Ministry in Russia reminds us what God does with our seemingly
insurmountable challenges. He turns them upside down for good.
Ephesians 3:20 is so true! God does “exceedingly abundantly above
all that we ask or think.”
Recently I visited with Thru the Bible ministry partners and listeners
in Moscow and St. Petersburg, Russia. The best thing about these
trips is to see how God uses His Word and the ministry of Thru the
Bible today—as in this minute!
As you may remember, the Russian government recently took Thru
the Bible off terrestrial radio and we’ve been unable to broadcast
there. Some would say, “Well, that’s the end of our ministry in
Russia!” But no, our ministry partners there didn’t give up. They just
had to get creative.
First, they asked God to help them reimagine how they
could bring His Word to Russia. Next, they turned to social
media. Facebook is as popular there as it is here, so they
developed a Facebook group and several other social media
communities available exclusively in Russia. Then, they
took the Bible Bus we all know and re-created it in a livestream broadcast and video. (So cool!) Monday through
6
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Oleg started to engage with Aliya through
these social media groups. At first, Aliya
made it clear she wanted to crush Thru
the Bible if she could. But over time and
through Oleg’s repeated, loving, and patient
engagement, Aliya’s antagonism cooled.
Then slowly, her responses to the gospel
became neutral. And you guessed it, then
came the day Aliya trusted Jesus Christ for
her salvation.
But that’s not all—Aliya is slowly but
confidently becoming a defender of faith
in Jesus. She now volunteers with Thru the
Bible, interacting with people online who
have questions about how to trust God.

Oleg Shevkun, voice of TTB in Russian

Can you believe it? Of course, you can—with God, nothing is
impossible. He turns our obstacles around for our good and His
glory. Pray for Aliya—her boyfriend and family have yet to trust
Jesus as their Savior (but we can stand in faith with her that the day
is coming).
This is just a taste of what it's like to visit with TTB’s global leaders
and see firsthand their passion for the gospel of Jesus Christ.
You can be confident of this: The Word of God is going out in
difficult places, and every day we’re seeing the fruit. Please continue
to pray, every day if you can, that stories like Aliya's happen
everywhere the gospel is heard.

Check out page 9 for links to video of Steve’s interview with
Oleg and some brothers on the Bible Bus near St. Petersburg.
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What'sHappening at

TTB.ORG/PRAY

GO TO YOUTUBE.COM/TTBRADIO TO WATCH.

PRAYING FOR THE FIRST-GENERATION
CHURCH IN MONGOLIA
Our prayer journey through
Northeast Asia wouldn’t be
complete without a stop to pray
for God’s small but growing firstgeneration church in Mongolia.
Located between Russia and
China, much of Mongolia is a
barren wasteland. But in this
desert, God is doing exciting
things. Be encouraged by
this story from a listener
named Mungunhuu.
“We are a young couple
and before listening to your
programs, I did not know how
to lead my family and care for
them in spiritual matters. When
I listen to your broadcasts, I feel
as though I’m hearing from God
Himself. As an architect, I have
been encouraged in the recent
study of Nehemiah. I am praying
God will lead me to build a
strong family and be a strong
support for His church.”
8
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Young men like Mungunhuu
are rare in Mongolia. With less
than 2% of Mongolians who
know Jesus as their Savior, let’s
intercede for this nation and ask
God to multiply the number of
people who hear and respond
in faith to His Word taught on
Thru the Bible.

STEVE VISITS WITH THRU THE BIBLE’S RUSSIAN VOICE, OLEG SHEVKUN.
Don’t miss hearing Oleg’s heart for the gospel in Russia.

This is an example of the email our
World Prayer Team receives every
weekday. Together, we are traveling
the world on our knees, interceding
for one country at a time. We invite
you to join us in covering the entire
earth with prayer every year.
GO TO TTB.ORG/PRAY
TO SIGN UP.

WHAT GIVES HOPE TO MEN RECOVERING FROM ADDICTIONS? THE BIBLE DOES.

Steve also visited a drug rehabilitation center two hours outside of St. Petersburg where
many are using Thru the Bible as a Bible study curriculum in their recovery process.
OCTOBER 2019

|

9

WHY STUDY TITUS & PHILEMON?
Join in the study of Titus & Philemon on Thru the Bible OCTOBER 3-10
or anytime online, by podcast, or by mobile app.

A WORD FROM GREGG HARRIS

Two letters. Two messages. “This is how to lead a church.” “This is what
forgiveness looks like.” Life in the first century dealt with the same issues
we do today. Learn how the apostle Paul, through the influence of the
Holy Spirit, directed Titus and Philemon in practical issues of faith.

Until you read the Bible for yourself, you don’t realize how practical
and personal it can get. This month we study two books that speak
to our vulnerabilities. In the letter to Titus, Paul—the senior—helps
an overwhelmed young pastor. The next, Philemon, is a letter
about forgiveness. A Christian has messed up. He’s cost another
Christian a lot. What should you do?

TITUS

Why the Whole Word?

Pots and pans—we learn with Titus how to organize the
church, how to choose leaders, and how we can lead healthy
and holy lives. (Need a verse with handles? Try Titus 2:12.)

Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved
us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit. –Titus 3:5

If you only read Bible verses that comfort and encourage you, you
miss the nitty gritty. But God’s view on the tough things humbles
and strengthens us most of all. It’s by grace we are saved.

KEY WORDS IN TITUS:

Thank you for praying for Thru the Bible this month. Pray for those
(worldwide) who think they are disqualified from the family. Pray
they listen long enough to realize it’s exactly their weakness and
sin—covered by the blood of Christ—that opens the door to grace.

GOOD WORKS – 7x
SAVIOR – 7X

SALVATION – 7x
SOUND DOCTRINE – 7x

According to the book of Titus, effective leaders are: Blameless, faithful, not overbearing,
not quick-tempered, self-controlled, holy, and disciplined (even being a good parent is on the list).

Your partnership in the gospel means so much.

“It is a dangerous thing to put down a series of rules that are nothing but a ritual whereby you
attempt to live the Christian life. My friend, unless you have a personal relationship with Jesus
Christ, all else comes absolutely to naught.” –Dr. J. Vernon McGee

Gregg Harris

I thank my God upon every remembrance of you,
always in every prayer of mine making request for you all with joy,
for your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now.
–Philippians 1:3-5

PHILEMON

Thru the Bible, president

In the letter to Philemon,
Paul meets a runaway slave,
Onesimus, who is now a
follower of Christ. He writes
this letter and sends Onesimus back to
his “owner,” Philemon, asking him to
forgive him as a fellow brother in Christ.

That the sharing of your
faith may become effective
by the acknowledgment
of every good thing which
is in you in Christ Jesus.
–Philemon 1:6

TAKE-AWAYS FROM TITUS & PHILEMON
• How can leaders face struggles in the church?
• How to be a classy, Titus 2 woman
10
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• What does it take to forgive a brother in Christ?

TTB.org/Titus | TTB.org/Philemon
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I Heard it on THE BIBLE BUS
From our Russian TTB producer:
“The joy of being involved in making the Good News available to the people is
immense. Just imagine: You are the guest of honor. The anticipation is almost
unbearable. And then, at the right time you are having fellowship with the ones that
invited you and all are eager to hear what you have to say. You are not wasting time,
you get right to business…, ‘Dear friends, today we will continue our study in the
book of ….’ Most people have finished all chores, washed up, and even dressed up.
This is their church. Another group of listeners are pastors of small congregations.
No, they don’t have the time and means to get a theological education. Thru the
Bible is providing that Monday-Friday! After the 5-year cycle, the pastors have a basic
theological education. And now you want to know who the guest of honor is, right?
It is the beloved program TTB. It is education for future pastors in Russia and Ukraine
and also in Belarus. Thank you for continuing to pray that His Word goes to people yet
unaware of God’s love and salvation in these countries!”

Orgil from Mongolia writes:
“I recently decided I want to live as a believer and
accepted Christ in my life. I started to attend church
and I now feel the power of God and prayer in the
lives of my family. I try to listen to the songs of
praise, pray, and read the Bible regularly, but I find
the Bible reading not very interesting. My friend
gave me a radio, so now I am able to listen to ‘Bible
Broadcast’ program every day. Your program is my
good friend when I am lonely. I'm very excited now,
because this program is a great help for me to read
and understand the Bible better.”
Box 7100, Pasadena, California 91109-7100
P.O. Box 25325, London, Ontario, Canada N6C 6B1
1-800 65-BIBLE (24253)
/ThruTheBibleNet

Fax: 626-449-4430
/ThruTheBibleNet

TTB.org
/TTBRadio

BibleBus@ttb.org
/ThruTheBibleNet

All Scripture is from the New King James Version unless otherwise noted.

